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Symbolism in “Where are you going, Where have you been”
The term symbolism from a literal sense refers to the use of symbols in signifying qualities and ideas by giving different symbolic meanings. All over the world, symbols are not only used in stories but also to help people develop deeper understandings. In a more profound understanding, symbolism is the idea that expresses or represents an object differently. When it comes to physics, for example, the symbolism used in equations such as W=Fxd. The work done by the force is represented by W, the force on an object in motion is represented by F and d is a representation of the moving object distance while it's being acted upon by force.  Another example is when it comes to a stop sign which resembles the idea of trying to instruct people to stop. Additionally, in a football game, the referee might give a player a red card which symbolized that the player committed a fault hence being sent out of the game. This paper attempts to explain symbolism in the short story “Where are you going, Where have you been” which was written by the author Joyce Carol Oates. Furthermore, the use of symbols in the short story leads to critical thinking as there is the need to know the deeper meaning that arises from their use in the short story.	Comment by Price, Merrall: This is not a great definition, because it depends on knowing what symbols and symbolic mean. Maybe cut it?	Comment by Price, Merrall: Would it be easier to define “symbol”?
	Comment by Price, Merrall: Sentence fragment—no verb.
	Comment by Price, Merrall: I think you mean represent.	Comment by Price, Merrall: You need a thesis statement that sums up your essay in one sentence. Your paper explains what about symbolism in this short story? What conclusions does it reach?
Joyce Carol Oates's first symbolism in the short story occurs in the idea of the gold car. What cars resemble in the short story is a means of independence. When one has a car it means that they have or the ability to go everywhere. In particular, teens are enamoured of cars thereby making it possible for convenience when it comes to the idea of transportation outside of the homesteads. It is the ability of the owner when it comes to the idea of control implying that wherever and the time the car can go entirely depends on the owner. In the story, one of the characters, Arnold Friend has a gold car which to Connie is a ticket that makes the character go everywhere at any time of the day. For Connie, the gold car is like the golden coach fairy-tale princess and it comes out clear as if there is no other car she has seen in earlier times. Connie runs and sees the gold car to the window when for the first time Arnold Friend appears in her house. Connie is seen intrigued when she is offered her first ride in the gold car by Arnold. To Arnold, he is trying to impress her taking into consideration the car has a new paint job. Connie is impressed to the extent that she nearly goes with him. However, she then begins to notice the car has old markings with an inclusion of the phrases and numbers. It is at this point that Arnold comes to explain their meanings to her but then she realizes that something might be wrong as things don’t add up. 	Comment by Price, Merrall: Your topic sentence should sum up your whole paragraph. Ok, this says the topic of the sentence will be a gold car—but what about the gold car? What will you argue it represents?
	Comment by Price, Merrall: Very wordy. Maybe “convenient travel”	Comment by Price, Merrall: Good. Show this using quotes from the text. When you say Connie feels something or does something, prove this by quoting.
	Comment by Price, Merrall: Show this. 
Towards the end of the story, Connie has no other option but to walk into Arnold’s arms. What follows is that he takes Connie to his car and then she sits next to him. It is after this moment that they drove off. What this symbolizes is that the ticket to Connie's romance and independence is the gold car. Furthermore, it takes her far away from the unknown. However, she is taken to a violent future where everything goes wrong in her fairy-tale dreams. 	Comment by Price, Merrall: Is this a new topic sentence for a new set of ideas? If not, and you still want to discuss the car, stay in the same paragraph.

Where are you going, Where have you been short story symbolism element is also present when it comes to the idea of the screen door. In layman’s language, a door tends to act as a separation that acts between two areas. The character of Connie in the short literary story is seen to be two distinct and different sides. “One was for home and the other one was when she was anywhere not around her home.” (Oates, Elaine) Connie is well aware of the intentionally and duality behaves in the capacity of the person while at home and when at times away from home. It comes out clear when Connie is out is more of her and mature but is a child when at home. In the event that Connie is home, she has the art to hide her sexual self more and even shows some restraint. However, she disapproves this side of Connie and describes her as “she has been filled with worthless daydreams.” In the event that Connie goes out with her friends, her code of dressing, talking and walking styles is more of an attraction to men. 	Comment by Price, Merrall: A bit wordy again. We know which story you’re discussing. A topic sentence needs more detail about what the screen door might represent. “Symbolism is also present in the screen door, which not only separates Connie from the outside but also…” etc.
	Comment by Price, Merrall: Here add something like “in a similar way” to link the two ideas.	Comment by Price, Merrall: Need the page number here. Period goes after the parentheses.
	Comment by Price, Merrall: Can you rephrase this? It doesn’t quite make sense.
	Comment by Price, Merrall: I don’t understand this
	Comment by Price, Merrall: Who disapproves?	Comment by Price, Merrall: Good. Show this!

Additionally, the screen door is a symbolic representation of the barriers that exist between harm and safety. When Connie is outside she is not safe; while inside she is secure, When Arnold Friend arrives, and Connie is seen remaining inside the house but very close to outside. She shows readiness to go and leave her youth in the house. Connie is seen being cautious and has no option but to retreat inside the house when she remains unsure as the conversation gets along. At this time she needs the barrier and senses there is a need for protection. Connie tries to lock the screen door in the event that she realizes evil intentions by Arnold. It is at this time that Arnold says,” It’s nothing, it’s just a screen door.” The door is no longer an effective barrier as it once separated between her young age and maturity. Additionally, there is no protection that her home is seen offering. 	Comment by Price, Merrall: Are you quoting someone here? If so, you must give credit.
	Comment by Price, Merrall: Need page numbers.

Symbolism in Joyce Carol Oates's short story is also present with the idea of music. When the story took place, rock and music was what the teens listened to. The parents’ generation of Connie’s felt that rock music was a threat. Therefore, it was condemned highly as it was supporting negative ideas on young people and was also overly sexual. 	Comment by Price, Merrall: Again, more specific. What does music mean to Connie? Then spend the paragraph showing this wioth quotes from the text.
Music is rebellion, freedom and joy for Connie. Connie is able to form behaviour opinions through movies, song lyrics and other mass entertainment forms. To Connie, music has convinced her the way love acts. Connie is happy when she is at the drive-in restaurant. Her pleasure was continued by the idea that “everything was made so good by music. Connie is seen sighing deeply and happy being alive. “The joy might have been the music but had nothing to do with this place or with Eddie.” To Connie, she longs a life that is depicted through the songs she listens to.	Comment by Price, Merrall: Love? Or someone in love?

In conclusion, the short story “Where are you going, where have you been? By Joyce Carol Oates was set at a time when the young generation was seen to detach itself from the traditions. Therefore, it comes out clear the society was not prepared by what the young generation was doing. The utilization of the symbolic elements in the short story has made the author communicate her interned idea in the best way possible.	Comment by Price, Merrall: Your conclusion doesn’t really relate to the topic of the essay. You’re introducing some new ideas, and it’s a bit late for that. 

Overall., good start. Some good ideas. Be sure o quote the text, organize using the thesis statement/topic sentence system, and be specific. Good start.
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